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OR 
Great-Brizain's Wonder, 
 __ CONTAINING 


I. A Faithful and very Surprizing Account 
how Dicxory CRONSK E, a Tinner's Son in 
the County of Coruwal, was born Dumb, and 
continued ſo for 58 Years : ; and how ſome 
Days before he died, he came to his Speech: 
With Memoirs of his Life, and the Manner 
of his Death, 


II. A Declaration of his Faith and Principles 
in Religion: With a Collection of Select Me- 
ditations, Compoſed in his Retirement, 


III. His Prophetical Obſervations upon the 
Affairs of Europe, more particularly of Great- 
Britain, from 1720, to 1729. The whole ex- 
tracted from his Original Papers, and con- 
firmed by unqueſtionable Authority. 

To which is annexed. 

His Elegy, written by a young Corniſh Gentleman, 
of Exeter Coll. in Oxford with an 3 

h E another Hand. = 

By Daniel de Foe 


Non quis, ſed quid. 
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PREFACE. 


HE Formality of 4 
Preface to ibis little 
Bool might bave been 
C 2 well omitted, if it were not 
J gratify the Curioſiy of ſome 

Pfuiſitipe People, ubo (J fore- 
* 2 will be apt to make Obje- 


#1005 againſt the Reality of the 
Narrative. 


| Indeed, the Publick has too of = 
4 been impos'd upon by fifitinus 
. «3 


vi 


Jet with this Caution too: Tbat I 


or ill Manners, if not both, to J 


lowing Sheets were extratlid ar 


PREFACE. 


Stories, and ſome of a very late | 


Date, ſo that I think my ſelf Þ 


obliged, by the uſual Reſpeit 
mhich is paid to candid and im- 
partial Readers, to acquaint | 
them, by way of Introduction, 
with what they are to expelt, aud 1 
what they may depend upon, and o 


7 25 
Fo Wo 
Rn / 
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i an Indication of ill Nature I 


pry into a Secret that's indu-l 
ſtriouſiy conceabd. "4 

However, that there: may be . 
nothing wanting on my part, Ido 
hereby aſſure the' Reader, that! 
the 2 from whence the fol- 


now in Town, in the Cuſtody of aff 
Perſon | 


S PREFACE. vi 
Perſon of - unqueſttonable Repu- 
tation; who, I'll be bold to ſay 
will not only be ready, but proud 
o produce em upon a good Or= 
 Ecaſron, and that I think id as 
much Satisfaction, as the Na- 
ure of tbis Caſe requires. 

A. to the Performance, it can 
+ Mgmify little nom to:make an A- 
; ology upon that Account any 
Farther than this; that if the 
Keader pleaſes he may take no- 


a » 


wy 


ice that what be has now before 
„im, was collected from a large 
% Bundle of Papers; moſt of which 
u Here writ in Short-hand, and 
I er) ill digeſted ; bowever this 
2 2 be rely d upon, that tho the 
Language 15 ſomething alter d, 
a 


"5; 


3 
: 


ong 


and now and then a Word thrown 
in 4% belp the. Expreſſion yet 
ſerif Care has been talen to ſpcał 
tube Author's Mind, and keep as 
hoſe as poſſible to the Meaning of 
% 
For the Defign I think there's): 
nothing need be ſaid in Vindica- 
tion of that : Here's a Dumb 
Philofopher introducd to. 4 
wicked and degenerate Gencra- 
tion, as a proper Emblem of Fir- 
fue and Morality, and if the 
World could be perſuaded to lool 
#pon lim with Candor and Im- 
partiality, and then to copy after} 
Fim; the Editor has gaind hi 
Ends, and would think bimſe 

ſufficiently recompenc d for bi 

preſent Trouble. = 
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MON G the many range 
and ſurpriziag Events that help 
do fill the Accounts of this laſt 

1 7 Century, I know none that 
ie merit more an entire Credit, 
odr are more fit to be preſerv'd 
and handed to Poſterity, than thoſe I am 
now going to lay before the Publicx 
Dickory Cronke, the Subject of the follow- 

ing Narrative, was born at a little Hamb.- 

let, near St, Colomb, in Cornwat, the 29th of 

B May, 
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My, 1660, being the Day and Year in 


( 10) 


which Kine Charles the Second was Reſtor d. 


His Parents were of mean Extract ion, but 


hobeſt, induſtrious People, and well beloved 
in their Neighbourhood : His Fathe:'s chief 
Buſincſs was to work at the Trm-Mines ; his 
Mother ftaid at home to look after the Chil- 
dren, of which they had ſe: eral Jiving at 
the ſame time; our Dickory was the youngeſt, 

and being but a fickly Child, had always 


a double Portion-of her Care and Tendernefs. 
"Twas upwards of three Years before it. 


was diſcover'd that he was born Dumb, the 
Knowledge of which ar firſt gave his Mo- 
ther great Uneaſineſs, but finding ſoon after 


that he had his Hearing, and all his other 
Senſes to the greateſt Perfection. her Grief 7 


began to abate, and ſhe reſolv'd to have 
him brought up as well as their Circumſt.n- 


ces, and his Capacity would permit. = 
As he grew, notwithſtanding his want of 
Speech, he every day gave ſome Inſtance ofa 
ready Wit, and a Genius much ſuperiar to 
the Country Children, inſomuch, that ſeve- 
ral Gentlemen in the Neighbourhood took 


| particular Notice of him, and would often 


call him Reſtor ation m_— and give him Mo- 
ney GWS. 


When he came to be eight Vears of Ame, 


"his Mother agreed with a Perſon i in the next 
* 


1 | 
5 
| 
f 
3 | 


Ca 

to teach him to Read and Write, both which, 
in a very ſhort time, he acquii*d to ſuch Per- 
fection, eſpecially the latter, that he not on- 
ly taught his own Brothers and Siſters, but 
likewiſe ſeveral young Men and Women in 
the Neighbourhood, which often brought 
him in ſmall Sums, which he always laid out 
in ſuch Neceſſaries he ſtood molt in need of. 

la chis State he continued till he was about 
Twenty, and then he began to refle& how 
ſcandalous it was for a young Man, of his 
Age and Circumſtances to live idle at home, i 
and fo reſolves to go with his Father to the 
Mines, to try if he could get ſomerhing to- 
ward the Support of himſelf and the Family; 
hut being of a tender Conſtitution, and often 
ſick, he ſoon perceiv?d that fort of Buſineſs 


Was too hard for him, ſo was forc'd to re- 


turn home, and continue in his former Sta- 
tion ; upon which he grew exceeding me- 
lancholly, which his Mother obſerying, com- 


forted him in the beſt manner ſhe could; 
telling him, that if it ſhould pleaſe God to 


take her away, ſhe had ſomething left in 
Store for him, which would preſerve him 
againſt publick Want. PR 


This kind Aſſurance from a Mother, whom 


he ſo dearly lov?d, gave him ſome, tho? not 
an entire Satisfaction; however, he reſolves. 
to acquieſce under it 'till Providence ſhould 
5 B 2 - -_ * order 


ERA 


CF  . 


order ſomething for him, more to his Con- 
tent and Advantage, which in a ſhort time 
happen'd according to his Wiſh : The man- 
ner thus, 


One Mr. Owen Parry, a Welch Gentleman, 


of good Repute, coming from Briſtol to 


Padſtow, a little Sea- Port in the County of 


Cornwal, near the Place where Victor dwelt; 
hearing much of this Damb Man's Perfecti- 
ons, would needs have him ſent for; and 


finding by his ſignificant Geſtures and all 


outward Appe arances, that he much exceed- 


ed the Character that the Country gave of 


him, took a mighty liking to him, inſomuch, 


that he told him, if he would go with him 


into Pembrookſhire, he would be kind to him, 


and take care of him as long as he liv'd. 


This kind and unexpected Offer was fo 


welcome to poor Dickory, that without any 


* 2 «i, 5 * 
5 


farther Conſideration, he got a Pen and [nk 


and writ a Note, and in a very handſome 


and ſubmiſſive manner, return'd him Thanks 


for his Favour, aſſuring him, he would do his 


belt to continue and improve it; and that he 
would be ready to wait upon him whenever 
he ſhould be pleas'd to command. 


To ſhorten the Account'as much as poſſi- 


tual Satisfaction, and 1n about a Fortnight's 


time, they ſet forward for Wales, where Dis. 


40, 


ble; all things were concluded to their mu- 


( 

tom, notwithſtanding his Dumbneſs, behav'd 
Z himſelf with ſo much Diligence and Affabi- 
lity, that he not only gain'd the Love of 
the Family where he liv'd, but of every bo- 
dy round about him. . | Þ = 
In this Station he continued ?till the Death 
of his Maſter, which happen'd about twenty 
Years afterwards; in all which time, as has 
been confirm'd by - ſeveral of the Family, he 
was never obſerv'd to be any ways diſguigd 
= by Drizking, or to be guilty of any of the 
Follies, and Irregalarities incident to Servants 
in Gentlemens Houſes: On the contrary, 
when he had any ſpare time, his conſtant 
Cuſtom was to retire with ſome good Book 
into a private Place, within Call, and there 
imploy himſelf in Reading, and then writing 
down his own Obſervations upon what he 
read. | 8 
Aſter the Death of his Maſter, whoſe Loſs 
afflicted him to the laſt degree, one Mrs. 
Mary Mordant, a Gentlewoman of great Vir- 
tue and Piety, and a very good Fortune, 
tool him into her Service, and carry'd him 
with her, firſt, to the Bath, and then to 
Briſtol, where, after a lingring Diſtemper, 
which continu'd for about four Years, ſhe 
died likewiſe. ers 2 
Upon the Loſs of his Miſtreſs, Dickory 
grew again exceeding Melancholly and Diſ- 
cConſolate; 


— 
conſolate ;, at length reflecting, that Deatli 
is but a common Debt which all Mortals 
owe to Nature, and muft be paid ſooner or 
later, he became a little better ſatisfy'd, and 
ſo determines to get together what he had 
ſav'd in his Service, and then to return to 
his Native County, and there finiſh his Life 
in Privacy and Retirement. 5 

Having: been, as has been mention'd, a- 
bout twenty four Years a Servant, and hav- 
ing in the interim receiv'd two Legacies, vix. 
one of thirty Pounds, left him by his Maſter, 
and another of fifteen Pounds by his Miftreſs ; 
and being always very frugal, he had got 
by him in the whole, upward of ſixty Pounds; 
This, thinks he, with prudent Management, will 
be enough to ſupport me as long as live, and 
fo Dll den lay aſide all Thonghis of future Buſs 
weſs, and make the beſt of my way to Cornwal, 
and there find oat ſome ſafe and ſolitary Retreat, 
where I may have liberty to meditate, and make 


my melancholly Obſervations upon the ſeveral | 


Occurrences of Human Life, 

This Reſolutioa prevaiPd fo far, that no 
time was let flip to get every thing in a 
Readineſs ro go with the firſt Ship. As to 
his Money, he always kept that lock'd up 
by him, unleſs he ſometimes lent it to a 
Friend without Intereſt, for he had a. mortal 
Hatred to all forts of Tur or — 
N | | His 


\ 
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His Books, of which he had a conſiderable 

Quantity, and ſome of em very good ones, 

together with his other Equipage, he got 
* pack'd up, that nothing might be wanting 
againſt the firſt Opportunity. 

In a few days he heard of a Vel bound 
to Padſtow, the very Port he wiſh'd to go to, 
being within four or five Miles of the Place 
where he was born. When he came thither, 
Which was in leſs than a Week; bis fickt 
Buſineſs was to enquire after the State of 
his Family: It was ſome time before he eauld 
get any manner of Information of ?em, until 
an old Man that knew his Father and Moe 
tber, and remember d they had a Son was 
born Dumb, recollected ' Fong and after a 
great deal of Difficulty, made him underſtand 
that all his Family, except his youngeſt Siſ- 
ter, were dead, and that ſhe wasa (Widow, 
and livd/at a little Town, \calld St. Hetaws, 
About ten Miles farther in the Country. 
This doleful News we muſt imagine, 
B muſt be extremely ſhocking, and add a ne 
- Sting to his former Afidon.; and here it 

was that he began to exerciſe the Philgſo- 
= pher, and to demonſtrate himſelf, both ai wiſe 
and agood Man: All theſe things, (thinks 
be) ate the Will of Providence, and muſt 
not be diſputed, and ſo he bore up under 
them with an entire e _ 


616) n 
that as ſoon as he could find a Place where 
he might depoſite his Trank and Boxes with 
ſafety, he would go to Sr, Helens in queſt 
*p-- his Sifter. © rg OS 
How his Siſter and he met, and how i 
tranſported they were to ſee each other af- 
ter ſo long an Zzterval, I think it is not very 
material. Tis enough for the preſent Pur- 
poſe, that Dickory ſoon recollected his Ser, 
and ſhe him ; and after a great many en- 
dearing Tokens of Love and Tenderneſs, he 
wrote to her, telling her, that he believ'd. 
Providence had beſtow'd upon him as much 
as would ſupport him as long as he liv'd, 
and that if ſhe thought proper, he would 
come and ſpend the Remainder. of his Days 
- with her. FS 3 ᷑ 7 
The god Woman no ſooner read his Pro- 
-poſal, but accepted it, adding withal, that 
the could wiſh her Entertainment was better, 
bur if he would accept of it as it was, ſhe 
would do her beſt to make every thing eaſy, 
and that he ſhould be welcome upon his awn 
Terms to ſtay with her as long as he 
pleas d. 17 0 28115 
This A Fair being ſo happily ſettled to his 
full Satisfaction, he returns to Paaſtom, to 
fetch the Things he had left behind him, 
and the next day came back to St. Helens, 


where, according to his o.]n Propoſal, he 
continued 


* 


WR, 

continu'd to the Day of his Death, which 
happen'd upon the 29th of May 1718, about 
the ſame Hour in which he was born. 

= Having thus given a ſhort detail of the ſeveral 
Periods of his Life, extracted chiefly from 
the Papers which he left behind him. T come 
in the next place to make a few Obſervations, 
how he manag'd himſelf, and ſpent his Time 
towards the latter part of it. 


. 
— 2 


His conſtant Practice both Miuter and 
Sammer, was to riſe and ſet with the Sun, 
and if the Weather would permit, he ne- 
ver faiPd to walk in ſome unfrequented Place 
for three Hours, both Morning and Evening, 
and there *tis ſuppos'd he compos'd the 
following Meditations. The chief Part of his 
Suſtenance was Milk with a little Bread 
boiPd in it, of which, in a Morning, aſter 
his Walk, he would eat the quantity of a 
Pint, and ſometimes more: Dinners he never 


eat any, and at Night he would only have 
= a pretty large Piece of Bread, and drink 


a Draught of good Spring- water; and after 
this Method he liv'd during the whole time 
he was at St. Helens. Tis obſerv'd of him, 
| that he never {lept out of a Bed, nor never 

lay awake in one, which I take to be an 
Argument, not only of a ftrong and _— 


( 18 ) 

ful Conſtitution, but of a Mind compos'd 
znd calm, and entirely free from the ordi- 
nary Diſturbances of human Life. He ne- 
ver gave the leaſt Signs of Complaint or 
Diſſatisfaction at any thing, unleſs it was 
when he heard the inners ſwear, or faw 
them drunk, and then too he would getout 
of the way, as ſoon as he had let them ſee 
by ſome ſignificant Signs, how ſcandalous 
and ridiculous they made themſelves, and 
againſt the next time he met them, would 
be ſure to have a Paper ready writ, wherein 
he would repreſent the Folly of Drunkenneſs, 
and the dangerous Conſequences that uſual- 
Iy attended it . 
lualeneſs was his utter Averſion, and if at 
any time he had finiſh'd the Buſineſs of the 
Day, and was grown weary of reading and 
Writing, in which he daily ſpent ſix Hours 
at leaſt, he'd certainly find ſomething ei- 
ther within Doors or without to employ 
himſelf „ | 

Much might be ſaid both with regard to 
the wiſe and regular Management, and the 
prudent Methods he took to ſpend. his time 
well towards the declenſion of his Life; 
but as his Hiſtory may perhaps be ſhortly 
publiſh'd at large by a better hand, I ſhall 
only obſerve in the general, that he was a 
Perſon of great Wiſdom and Sagacity 15 
under- 


Cs) 


underſtood Nature beyond the ordinary Ca- 
pacity ; and if he had had a Competency of 
Learning ſuirable to his Genius, neither this, 

nor the former Ages would have produc'd a 


better Philoſopher, or a ops Man. 


7 come next to peck. of the manner.” | of his 
Death, and the C onſequences thereof, which 

are indeed very ſurprixing, and perhaps 
not altogether unworthy 4 general Obſerva- 
tion. I ſhall relate them As briefly as I can, 
and leave every one to believe or asf believe 


Y 45 he thinks proper. 


Ugob thi 26th of May 1718, according 
to his uſual Method, about four in the At- 
ternoon, he went out- to take his Evening 

Walk; but before he could reach the place 
he, intended, he was ſeiz*'d with an Apo- 
plectick Fit, which only gave him liberty 
to ſit down under a Tree, where in an In- 
ſtant he was depriv*dof all manner of Sence 
and Motion, and ſo he continued, as ap- 
pears by his own Confeſſion after wards, 
25 for more 75 7 fourteen Hours. 

His Sifer, who knew how exact he was in 
all his Methods, finding him ſtay a conſider- 
able time beyond the uſual Hour, concludes 
thar ſome Misfortune mult needs have ha p- 


penꝰ d to him, or he would have 
C 2 been 


( 20 ) 
been at home before: In ſhort, ſhe went 
immediately to all the Places he was wont 
to frequent, but nothing could be heard or 
ſeen of him *till the next Morning, when 
a young Man, as he was going to work 
diſcover'd him, and went home and told 
His Siſter, that her Brother lay in ſuch a 
place, under a Tree, and, as he believ'd, 
had been rob4'd and murder l. 
The poor Woman, who had all Night been 
under the moſt dreadful Apprehenſions, was 

now frighted and confounded to the laſt 
degree; however, recollecting herſelf, and 
finding there was no Remedy, ſhe got two 
or three of her Nezzhbours to bear her Com- 
pany, and fo haiten'd with the young Man, 
to the Tree, where ſhe found her Brother 
lying in the ſame Poſture that he had de- 
The diſmal Object at firſt View ſtartled 
and ſurpiiz'd every body preſent, and fill'd 
**m ful} of different Notions and Conjec- 
tures: But ſome of the Company. going 
nearer to bim, and finding that he had lo 
nothing, and that there were no Marks of a- 
ny Violence to be diſcovered about him, they 
conclude that it muſt be an Apopleftich, or 
| ſome other ſudden Fit that had furpriz'd 
bim in his Walk; upon which his Sifter 
5 and the reſt began to fee] his Hands and 
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Face, and obſerving that he was ſtill warm, 

and that there was ſome Symptoms of Life 

yet remaining, they conclude that the beſt 

way was to carry him home to Bed, which 

was accordingly done with the urmoſt Ex- 
dio, Wy IE 


When they had got him into the Bed, 


nothing was omitted that they could think 
| of, to bring him to himſelf, but ſtill he con- 
tinued utterly inſenſible for about fix Hours: 
At the ſixth Hour's end, he began to move 
a little, and in a very ſhort time was ſo far 
recover'd, to the great Aſtoniſhment of eve» 
ry body about him; he was able to look 
up, and to make a Sign to his Siſter to bring 
him H .. En: 
After he had drank the Vater, he ſoon 
perceiv'd that all his Faculties were return d 
to their former Stations; and though his 
Strength was very much abated by the 
length and rigour of the Fit, yet his Intel- 
liects were as ſtrong and vigorous as ever. 
His Siſter obſerving him to look ear- 
neſtly upon the Company, as if he had ſome- 
thing extraordinary to communicate to them, 
fetch'd him a Pen and Ink, and a Sheet of 
Paper, which, after a ſhort Pauſe he took, 

and writ as followgs:: 2 


— 


Dear 


4 
Dear Siſter, 


JF HAVE now no need of Fen, Ink, and Paper 
I fo tell you my meaning: I find the Strings that 
bound up my Tongue, and hinder'd me from ſpeaking, 
are unlosd, and I have Words to expreſs myſelf as 

Feel) and diftinflly as any other Perſon. From 
whence this ſtrange and unexpected Event ſhould 
proceed, I muſt not pretend to ſay any further than 
this, that *tis doubtleſs the hand of Providence that 
has done it, and in that T ought to acquieſce : Pray 
let me be alone for two or three Hours, that I may be 
at liberty to compoſe myſelf, and put my Thoughts in 
the beft Order I can before I leave them behind me. 


The poor Woman, tho? extremely ſtartled 
at what her Brother had writ, yet took 
care to conceal it from the Neighbours, ho 
The knew, as well as ſhe, muſt be mightily 
ſurpriz d at a thing fo utterly unexpected. 
Says ſhe, My Brother deſires to be alone ; I be- 
lieve he may have ſomething in his Mind that 
diſturbs him: Upon which the Neighhoars 
took their Leave, and return'd home, and 
55 Si/ter ſhut the Door, and left him alone to 
is private Contemplations. 7 
After the Company were withdrawn, he 
fell into a ſound Sleep, which laſted from 


two *cill fix, and his Siſter being appre- 
henſive 
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henſive of the return of his Fit, came to 
the Bed-ſide, and asking ſoftly if he want- 
ed any thing, he turn'd about to her, and 


ſpoke to this effect: 1 


Dear Siſter, 
7 O U ſee me, not only. recover d out of a terrible 
Fit, but likewiſe that J have the Liberty of 
Speech; a Bleſing that I have been depriv'd of al. 
moſt ſixty Tears, and I am ſatisfy d you are ſincere. 
' dy Foyful to find me in the State TI now am; but, 
| alas ! "tis but a miſtaken Kindneſs : Theſe are 
| things but of ſhort Duration, and if they were to 
continue for a hundred Tears longer, I can't ſee 
= how I ſhould be any ways the better. | 
I know the World too well to be fond of it, and 
am fully ſatisfy'd, that the difference between a long 
and a ſhort Life is inſignificant, eſpecially when I 
confider the Accidents and Company Jam to en. 


counter Do but look ſeriouſly and impartially upon 


"© the aftoniſhing Notion of Time and Eternity, hat 


an immenſe deal has run out already, and how infi- 
nite tis fill in the future; do but ſeriouſly and de- 


liberately conſider this, and you'll find, upon the whole, 
that three Days and three Ages of Life, come much to 
the ſame Meaſure and Reckoning. 
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 Nhould we torment ourſelves about that which we, 


„ 


As ſoon as he had ended his Diſcourſe 


upon the Vanity and Uncertainty of human 


Life, he look'd ſtedfaſtly upon her. Siſter, 
ſays he, I conjure you not to be diſturb'd at 
what I am going to tell jou; which you will 
undoubtedly find to be true in every particular. 
1 perceive my Glaſs is run, and I have now no 
amore to do in this World but to take my Leave 
of it ; for to morrow about this time, my Speech 
will be again taken from me, and in a ſhort 
time my Fit will return; and the next Day, 
which I underſtand is the Day in which. Icamè 
 #nto this troubleſome World, I ſhall exchange it 
for another, where, for the future, I ſhall for 
ever be free from all manner of Sin and Suffer= 
—_— ” 1 
The good Woman would have made him a 
Reply, but he prevented her, by telling 
her, he had no time to hearken to unneceſſary 


Complaints or Animadverſions. / have 4 
great many things in my Mind that require a 
Jpeedy and ſerious Conſideration. The time 1 

ve to ſtay is but ſhort, and 1 have a great 


aud Death are both in my View, and ſesm both. 
to call alaud to me to make no delay. I beg of 
Jon therefore, not to diſquiet yourſelf or ine: 
What muſt be, muſt be, the Decrees of Provi- 
dence are eternal and unalterablle; why then 


* 


cannot remeay. 


1” (8) 

- 7 muſt confeſs, my dear Siſter, I owe you 
many Obligations, for your exemplary Good- 
neſs to me, and 1 do ſolemnly aſſure you, I 
ſhall retain the Sence of them to the laſt Mo- 
ment: All that I have now to requeſt of you us, 
that I may be alone for this Night: I have it 
in my Thoaghts to leave ſome ſhort Obſerva- 
tions behind me; and likewiſe to diſcover ſome 
_ Things of great Weight which have been revealed 
to me, which may perhaps be of ſome uſe here- 
after to you and your Friends: What Credit 
they may meet with, I can't Jay, bat depend the 
Conſequence, according to their reſpective Pe- 
| 7404s, will account for them, and vindicate them 
| agarnſt the Suppoſition of Fallity or mere Sugs 


= geſtion. Upon this, his Siſter left him ?cill 
about four in the Morning, when coming to 


his Bed · ſide to know if he wanted any thing, 
and how he had reſted, he made her this An- 

ſwer.: J have been taking a curſory View of my 
| Life; and tho I find myſelf exceedingly deficient. 


in ſeveral Particalars, yet I bleſs God, 7 can- 
not find I have any juſt grounds to ſuſpect my 
Pardon: In fhort, ſays he, I have ſpent this 
Night with more inward Pleaſure and true Sa- 


tigfaction than ever I ſpent a Night throagh 
the whole Courſe of my Life. 

Alter he had concluded what he had to 

ſay upon the Satisfaction rhat attended an 


innocent and well-ſpent Life, and obſerv'd 
; 9 | what 


4 


(26) 
what a mighty Conſolation it was to Perſons, 
not only under the Apprehenſion, but even 
in the very Agonies of Death it ſelf. He de- 
ſir'd her to bring him his uſual Cap of Water, 
and then to help him on with his Clothes, 
that he might ſit up, and ſo be in a better 
Poſture to take his leave of her and her 
Friends. ) - S043 
When ſhe had taken him up, and plac d 
him at a Table where he uſually ſate, he de- 
ſir'd her to bring him his Box of Papers, and 
after he had collected thoſe he intended. 
ſhould be preſerv?d, he order'd her to bring 
a Candle that he might ſee the reſt burar. 
The good Woman ſeem'd at firſt to oppoſe 
the burning of his Papers, till he told her 
they were only uſeleſs 7rifles, ſome unfiniſh'd 
Obſervations which he had made in his youth- 
ful Days, and were not fit to be ſeen þy her, 
or any body that ſhould come after him. 
After he had ſeen his Papers burnt, and 
plac'd the reſt in their proper Order, and 
had likewiſe ſettled all his other Affairs, 
which was only fit to be done between him- 
ſelf and his Szſter; he deſir*d her to call two 
or three of the moſt reputable Neighbours, 
not only to be MWitneſſes to his Mill, but like- 
wiſe to hear what he had further to commu- 
nicate before the return of his Fit, which he 
expected very ſpeedily. 


UG) 


His Siſter, * had beforehand acquaint- 
ed two or three of her Confidants with all 
that had happen'd, was very much rejoyc'd 
to hear her Brother make ſo unexpected a 
Conceſſion, and accordingly, without any De- 
lay or Heſitation, wert directly into the 
Neighbourhood, and brought home her two 
{elect Friends, upon whole Secreſy and Sin- 
cerity, ſhe knew ſhe might depend upon all 
Accounts, 

In her abſence he felt ſeveral Symptoms 
of the approach of his Fit, which made him 
a little uneaſy, leſt it ſhould entirely ſeize 
| him before he had perfected his Vili, but 
that Apprehenſion was quickly remov'd by 
her ſpeedy Return. After ſhe had intro- 
duc'd her Friends into his Chamber, he pro- 


ceeds to expreſs himſelf in the following 


manner. 


Dear Siſter, | | 
* OU now ſee your Brother npon the brink of E- 
ternity ; and as the Words of dying Perſons are 


= commonly the moſt regarded, and make deepeſt Inpreſ- 


ons. I cannot ſuſpect, but you'll ſuffer the fem I am 

going about to ſay, to have always ſome Place in your 

Thoughts, that they may be ready for you to make uſe 

of upon any Occaſion, | 

Don't be fond of any thing on this fide of E termty, 

or Lafer your Inte reſt to encline you to break your 
"3; Word, 


_ = I 
mord, quit your Modefly, or to do any thing that will 
not bear the Light, and look the World in the Face; 
for, be aſſin'd of this, the Perſon that values the 
Virtue of his Mind, and the Dignity of bis Reaſon, 
zs always eaſy and well fortified, both againſt Death 
and Misfortune, and is perfe@ly indifferent ahout the 
Length and Shortneſs of his Life: Such a one is 
ſollicitous about nothiug but his own Conduct ; and 
for fear be ſhould be deficient in the Duties of Reli 
gion and the reſpective Functions of Reaſon and 
Prudence. 
Always go the neareſt way to ad; z now the. 
neareſt way through all the Buſmeſs of 6 Life 
are the Paths of Religion and Honeſty, and keeping 
thoſe as directly as you can, you avoid all the dan- 
gerous Precipices that often lie in the Road, and 
- Sometimes block up the Paſſage entirely. 
Remember that Life was but lent at firſt, and 
that the Remainder is more than you have reaſon 
| fo expe@, and conſequently ought to be manag'd with 
more than ordinary Diligence. 4A wiſe Man ſpends 
every day as if it were his laſt; his Hour-glaſs is al- Fi 
ways in bis Hand, and be is never guilty * Sui. i 
Meſs or n. 


ne was about to emi; when a ſud- 
den Symptom of the return of his Fit put 
him 1 in mind that it was time to get his E 1 
N witneſſed, 
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witneſſed, which was no ſooner done, but hg 
took it up and gave it to his Sifter ; telling 
her, that tho? all he had was hers of right, 
yet he thought it proper to prevent, even a 
poſſibility of a Diſpute, to write down his 
Mind in the Nature of a Vill, wherein 1 
have given you, ſays he, the little that I have 
left, except my Books and Papers, which, as ſoon 


as am dead, I defire may be delivered to Mr. 
Anthony Barlow, 4 near Relation of my worthy 


Maſter, Mr. Owen Parry. 


This Mr. Anthony Barlow was an old con? 


templative Welch Gentleman, who being 
under ſome Difficulties in his own Country, 
was forc'd to come into Cornwal, and take 
Sanctuary among the Tinners. Dickory, who, 
tho? he kept himſelf as retir'd as poſſible, 
happen'd to meet him one day upon his 
Walk, and preſently remember'd, that he 
was the very Perſon that us'd frequently 
to come to viſit his Maſter, whilſt he liv'd 
in Pembrookſhire, and ſo went to him, and by 
Signs made him underſtand who he was. 
The old Gentleman, tho at firſt ſurpriz d 
at this unexpected Interview, ſoon recollect- 


| ed, that he had formerly ſeen at Mr. Paris 


a Dumb Man, which they uſed to call, 70e 
Dumb Philoſopher, ſo concludes immediate- 
ly that conſequently, this muſt be he. In 
ſhort, they ſoon made themſelves known 


0 


- 
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20 each other; and from that time con- 
tracted a ſtrict Friendſhip, and a Correſpon- 
dence by Letters, which for the future they 
mutually manag*d with the greateſt Exatt- 
neſs and Familiarity. 7 tou 
But to leave this as a Matter not much 
material, and return to our Narrative; by 
this time, Dickory's Speech began to faulter, 
which his Siſter obſerving, put him in mind, 
that he would do well to make ſome Decla- 
ratios of his Faith and Principles of Reli- 
gion, becauſe ſome Reflections had been 
made upon him, upon the account of his 
Neglect, or rather his Reſuſal to appear at 
any Place of Publick Worſhip. =} 
Dear Siſter, ſays he, Tos obſerve very well, 
and I could wiſh the cantinuance of my Speech 
for a fem Moments, that I might make an am- 
ple Declaration upon that Account: But I find 
that cannot be, my Speech is leaving me ſo faſt, 
that I can only tell you, that I have always liv d, 
and nom I die an unworthy Member of the an- 
cient Catholick and Apoſtolick Church; and as 
to my Faith and Principles, I refer you to my 
Papers, which 1 hope will, in ſome meaſure, 
vindicate me againſt the Neflections you men- 
tion. 18 „ 
He had hardly finiſh'd his Diſcourſe to 
his Siſter and her two Friends, and given 


fome ſhort Directions relating to his Burialz 
| | | = a 
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(REF 
but his Speech left him; 'and what makes 
the thing the more remarkable, it went a- 
way in Appearance without giving him any 
ſort of Pain or Uneaſineſs. 8 


When he perceiv'd that his Speech was 


entirely vaniſl?d, and that he was again in 
his original State of Dambneſe, he took his 
Pen as formerly, and wrote to his Siſter, ſig- 
nifying, That whereas the ſudden loſs of his 
Speech had depriv'd him of the Opportunity to 


ſpeak to her and her Friends what he intended, 


he would leave it for them in Writing ; and ſo 
deſir'd he might not be diſturbꝰd till the re- 
turn of his Fit, which he expected in ſix 
Hours at fartheſt: According to his Deſire 
they all left him, and then with the greateſt 


Reſignation imaginable, he writ down the 


Meditations following. 
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An Alftraf of bis Faith 4 


the Principles of bis Religion, 
&c. __ * thus. _ 


Dear & 11 
THANK you for putting me in mind 
1 to make a Declaration of my Faith, and 
© the Principles of my Religion. I find, as you 
very well obſerve, I have been under 
© ſome Reflections upon that Account; and 
therefore I think it highly requiſite that I 
- © ſet that Matter right in the firſt place: 
* Tobegin therefore with my Faith, in which 
I intend: to be as * and as compre- 


6 henſive as 1 can. 


1. I moſt frmiy 
eternal Will of God, and the Reſult of his 


infinite Wiſdom, to create a World, and for 
the Glory of his Majeſty to make ſeveral 


ſorts of Creatures in Order and Degree on 
after 


eve Aar it Was * 


Delle 


> 


9 


1 

after another: That is to ſay, Angels of 
pure immortal Spirits: Men conſiſting of 
immortal Spirits and Matter, having ra- 
tional and ſenſitive Souls. Brutes having 
mortal and ſenſitive Souls, and mere Vege- 
tatives, ſuch as Trees, Plants, Sc. And 
theſe Creatures, ſo made, do (as it were) 
claſp the higher and lower World together. 
2. I believe the holy Scriptures, and eve- 
ry thing therein contain'd to be the pure and 
eſſential Word of God, and that according 
to thoſe ſacred Writings, Man, the Lord and 
Prince of the Creation, by his Diſobedience 
in Paradiſe, forfeited his Innocence and the 
Dignity of his Nature, and ſubjected him- 
ſelf and all his Poſterity, to Sin and Miſery. 
3. I believe and am fully and 1atirely ſa- 
tisky'd, that God the Father out of his infi- 
nite Goodneſs and Compaſſion to Mankind, 
Was pleas'd to ſend his only Son, the ſecond 
Perſon in the holy and undivided Trinity to 
mediate for him, and to proeure his Redem - 


ption and eternal Salvation. 


4. I believe that God the Son, out of his 
infinite Love, and for the Glory of the Deity, 
was pleas d voluntarily and freely to deſcend 
from Heaven, and to take our Nature upon 
him, and to lead an exemplary Life, of Purity, 
Holineſs, and perfect Obedience, and at laſt. 
to ſuffer an ignominious Death upon the 

| "908 =_ _ 


. 

Crols for the Sins of the whole World, and 
to riſe again the third Day for our ] oſtifica- 
tion. 

I believe that the Holy Ghoſt, out of 
his infinite Goodneſs was pleas'd to undertake 
the Office of Sanctifying us with his Divine 
Grace, and thereby aſſiſting us with Faith 
to believe, Will to deſire, and Power to do 
all thoſe things that are required of us in this 
World, in order to entitle us to the Bleſſings 
of juſt Men made perfect in the World to 
come. 

6. I believe that theſe three Webs are of 
equal Power, Majeſty and Duration, and that 
the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt is all One, and that they 
are equally Uncreate, Incomprehenſible, E- 
ternal and Almighty; and that none is 
greater or leſs than the other, but thatevery 
one hath one, and the ſame Divine Nature 
aad Perfections. 

Theſe, Siſter, are the Pofifiges which 
have been received and practiſed by the beſt 
Menof every Age from the beginning of the 
Chriſtian Religion to this day, and tis upon this 
I ground my Faith, and hopes of Salvation, 
not doubting but if my Life and Practice 
have been anſwerable to them, that I ſhall be 
quickly tranſlated out of this Kingdom of 
Marina, out of this of Sorrow, Vex- 

| ation 


. 
ation and Confuſion, into that bleſſed King- 
dom, where I ſhall ceaſe to grieve and to 


ſuffer, bur never to be happy to all Eter- 


As to my Principles in Religion, to be as 


brief as I can, I declare myſelf to be a Mem- 
ber of Chriſt's Church, which I take to be a 
univerſal Society of all Chriſtian People, 
diſtributed under lawful Governors and Paf- 


tors into particular Churches, holding Com- 
munion with each other in all the Effentials 
of the Chriſtian Faith, Worſhip and Diſcipline; 
and among theſe, I look upon the Church of 
England to be the chief and beſt conſtituted. 


The Church of England is doubtleſs the 
great Bulwark of the ancient Catholic and 

Apoſtolick Faith all over the World; a Church 
that has all the ſpiritual Advantages that the 


Nature of a Church is, capable of From 
the Doctrine and Principles of the Church 
of England we are taught Loyahy to our 


Prince, Fidelity to our Country, aud, Juſtice 


to all Mankind; andtherelore as 1 lock up- 


on this, ro be one off the mott excellent 
| Branches of the Church Univerſal, and ſtands, 


2 ERS. 2: - 
as *twere, in a Parentheſis between Super- 
ſtition and Hypocriſy : I therefore hereby 
declare, for the Satisfaction of you and your 


Friends, as I have always liv'd, ſo 1 now 


die, a true and fincere, tho? a moſt un wor- 


3 
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e 
thy Member of it: And as to my diſconti- 
nuance of my Attendance at the Publick 
Worſhip, I refer you to my Papers, which 
I have left with my worthy Friend, Mr. Bar- 
low. And thus, my dear Siſter, T have given 
you a ſhort Account of my Faith, and the 
Principles of my Religion. I come in the 
next place to lay before you a few Medita- 
tions and Obſervations I have at ſeveral times 
collected together, more particularly thoſe 
ſince my Retirement to St. Helens. : 


— 
9 


2 
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Meditations 


Kine 


Meditations and Obſervations 
relating to the Conduit of 
| boman Life in general. 


E M EMBE R how often you have 
neglected the great Duties of Reli- 
gion and Virtue, and ſſighted tas Opportu- 
nities that Providence has gut into your 
hands; and withal, that you have a ſet Pe- 
riod affign'd you for the Management of the 
Affairs of human Life; and then reflect ſeri- 
ouſly, that unleſs you reſolve immediately 
to improve the little Remains, that the 
whole mult neceſſarily ſlip away inſenſibly, 
and then you are loſt beyond Recovery. 


2. Let an unaffected Gravity, Freedom, 
Juſtice, and Sincerity ſhine through all your 
Actions, and let no Fancies and Chimeras 
give the leaſt check to thoſe excellent Quali- 
ties. This is an eaſy Task, if you will but 
ſuppoſe every thing you do to be your laſt ; 
and if 2 can *. your Paſſians and Ap- 
petites 


1 380 | 
petites from croſſing your Reaſon ; ſtand 
clear of Raſhneſs, and have nothing of In- 


* * * 


ſincerity, or Self. love to infect you. 


3. Manage all your Thoughts and Actions 
with ſuch Prudence and Circumſpection, as 
if you were ſenſible you were juſt going to 
ſtep into the Grave: A little thinking will 
ſhew a Man the Vanity and Uncertainty of 
all Sublunary Things, and enable him to ex- 
amine maturely the manner of Dying, which 
if duly abſtracteq from the Terror of the 
Idea, will appear nothing more than an un- 
avoidable Appendix of Life it ſelf, and a 


pure natural Action. 


) ⁵²²ↄ̃ DAR fon 

4. Conſider that ill Uſage from ſome ſort 

of People, is in a manner neceſſary, and 

therefore don t be diſquieted about it, but ra- 

ther conclude, that you and your Enemy are 

both marching off the Stage together, and 

that in a little time your very Memories will 
be extinguiſhed. 1 


— 
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5. Among your principal Obſervations up- % 
on human Life, let it be always one, to take 
notice what a great deal both of Time and 
Faſe that Man gains, who is not troubled. 

/ with the Spirit of Curiolity ; Who lets his 


Neighbour's Affairs alone, and confines his 
m_ 9 Inſpection 


A 
Inſpect ions to himſelf, and only takes care 
of Honeſty and good Conſcience. 


7. If you would live at your Eaſe; and as 
much as poſſible be free from the Incum- 
brances of Life, manage but a few things at 
once, and let thoſe too be ſuch as are abſo- 
lutely neceſſary : By this Rule, youll draw 
the bulk of your Buſineſs into a narrow Com- 
paſs, and have the double Pleaſure of ma- 
king your Actions good and few into the 
Bargain. | 


8. He that torments himſelf becauſe things 
don't happen juft as he would have them, 
is but a fort of Ulcer in the World ; and he 
that is ſelfiſh, narrow-ſouPd, and ſets up 
ſor a ſeparate Intereſt, is a kind of voluntary 
Outlaw, and diſincorporates himſelf from 
Mankind. 1 | | | Wes 


| 9. Never think any thing below you, 
| which Reaſon and your own Circumftances 
require, and never ſuffer yourſelf to be de- 
terr'd by the ill- grounded Notions of Cen- 
lure and Reproach; but when Honeſty and 
Conſcience prompt you to ſay, or do any 
thing, do it boldly, never balk your Reſo- 
lution, or ſtart at the Conſequencde. 


(40) 

10. If a Man does me an Injury, what's 
that to me; tis his own Action, and let him 
account for it. As for me, I am in my pro- 
per Station, and only doing the Buſineſs that 
Providence has allotted; and withal I ought 
to conſider that the beſt way to revenge, is 
not to imitate the Injury. | 


P = + 
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11. When you happen to be ruffled, and 


put out of humor by any croſs Accident, 
retire immediately into your Reaſon, and 
dont ſuffer your Paſſion to overule you a 
Moment : For the ſooner you recover your- 
ſelf now, the better you'll be able to guard 
yourſelf for the future 


12, Don't be like thoſe ill-natur*d Peo- 
ple, that though they do not love to give a 
good Word to their Contemporaries, yet 
are mighty fond of their own Commenda- 
tions. This argues a perverſe and unjuſt 
Temper, and often expoſes the Authors to 


Scorn and Contempt. 


13. If any one convinces you of an Error, 
change your Opinion, and thank him for it, 
Truth and Information are your Buſineſs, 
and can never hurt any body. On the con- 


trary, he that is proud and ſtubborn, and 
| ” wilfully 


— * 890 «Ca 8 = 4 
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wilfully continues in a Miſtake, tis he that 
receives the Miſchief. 


14. Becauſe you ſee a thing difficult, 


don't inſtantly conclude it is impoſſible to 


maſter it: Diligence and Induſtry are ſel- 
dom defeated. Look therefore natrowly in- 
to the thing it ſelf, and what you obſerve 
proper and practicable in another, conclude 


likewiſe within your own Power. 


15. The principal Buſineſs of human Life 
is run through within the ſhort compaſs of 
twenty four Hours, and when you have 
taken a deliberate View of the preſent Age, 
you have. ſeen as much as if you had begun 


with the World; the reſt being nothing 


elſe but an endleſs Round of the fame 


Things over and over again. 


* 

16. Bring your Will to your Fate, and 
ſuit your Mind to your Circumſtances: 
Love your Friends, and forgive your Ene- 
mies, and do Juſtice to all Mankind, and 
you'll be ſecure to make your Paſſage eaſy, 
and enjoy molt of the Comforts that hu- 
man Life is capable to afford you. 


15. When you have a mind to entertain 


yourſelf in your Retirements, let it be with 
ad weed 


1 
the good Qualifications of your Friends 
and Acquaintance. Think with Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction upon the Honour and Bra- 
very of one, the Modeſty of another, and 
the Generoſity of a third, and ſo on; there 
being nothing more pleaſant and diverting, 
than the lively Images, and the Advan- 
tages of thoſe we love and converſe with. 


18. As nothing can deprive you of the 
Privileges of your Nature, or compel you 
to act counter to your Reaſon ; ſo nothing 
can happen to you, but what comes from 
Providence, and conſiſts with the Intereſt of 
the Univerſe. m_ 


19. Let Peoples Tongues and Actions be 
what they will, your buſineſs is to have Ho- 
nour and Honeſty in your view. Let them 
rail, revile, cenſure, and condemn, or make 
you the Subject of their Scorn and Ridi- 
cule; what does it all ſignify: You have 
one certain Remedy againſt all their Ma- 
lice and Folly, and that is, to live ſo that 
no body ſhall believe them. 


20. Alas, poor Mortals ! did we rightly 
conſider our own State and Condition, we 
ſhould find it would not be long before we 
have forgot all the World, and to be * * 

. e | that 
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that all the World will have for We; us like- 
n 


21. He that would recommend himſelf 
to the Publick, let him do it by the Can- 
dor and Modeſty of his Behaviour, and by 
a a generous Indifference to external Advan- 
tages. Let him love Mankind, and reſign 
to Providence, and then his Works will 
follow him, and his good Actions wil 
* him in the Gate. 


22. When you hear a Diſcourſe, | Tet your 
Vederſtanding, as far as poſſible, keep pace 
with it, and lead you forward to thoſe 
things which fall moſt within the compaſs 
of your own ObErvations. 


23. When Vice and Treachery ſhall be 
rewarded, and Virtue and Ability {lighted 
and diſcountenanced : When Miniſters of 
State ſhall rather fear Man than God, and 
to ſcreen themſelves, run into Parties and 
Factions: When Noiſe and Clamour 3 
and ſcandalous Reports ſhall carry ev 9/4 
thing before them, ?tis natural to conclu 

that a Nation in ſuch a State of Infatua- 
tion, ſtands upon the brink of Deſtruction, 
and without the intervention of ſome un- 
foreſeen | Accident, muſt be inevitably 
ruined, ; "8 0 oO 2 
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24. When a Prince is guarded by wife 
and honeſt Men; and when all publick 

Officers are ſure to be rewarded if they 
do well, and puniſhed if they do evil, the 
Conſequence is plain: Juſtice and. Honeſty 
will flouriſh, and Men will be always con- 
triving, not for themſelves, but for the Ho- 
nour and Intereſt of their King and Coun- 
try. | 


25. Wicked Men may ſometimes go un- 
puniſhed in this World, but wicked Na- 
tions never do; becauſe this World is the 
only place of Puniſhment for wicked Na- 
tions, though not for private and particular 
Perſons. l 8 f 


26. An Adminiſtration that is merely 
founded upon human Policy, muſt be al- 
ways ſubject to human Chance; but that 
which is founded on the Divine Wiſdom, 
can no more miſcarry than the Govern- 
ment of Heaven. To govern by Parties and 
Factions is the Advice of an Atheiſt, and 
ſets up a Government by the Spirit of Sa- 
tan: In ſuch a Government the Prince can 
never be ſecure under the greateſt Pro- 
miles, ſince as Mens Intereſt changes, ſo 
will their Duty and Affections likewiſe. 

* a e 


„ 


27. Tis a very ancient Obſervation, and 
a very true one, that People generally de- 
ſpiſe where they flatter, and cringe to thoſe . 
they deſigu to betray ; ſo that Truth and 
Ceremony are, and always will be, two 
diſtint Things. 4M 175 


28. When you find your Friend in an 
Error, undeceive him with Secrecy and 
Civility; and let him ſee his Over: ſight 
firſt, by Hints and Glances; and if you 
cannot convince him, leave him with Re- 
ſpect, and lay the Fault upon your own 
Management. 1 413 


29. When you are under the greateſt 


Vexations, then conſider that human Life 


laſts but for a Moment; and don't forget, 
but that you are like the reſt of the World, 
and faulty yourſelf in many Inſtances ; and 
withal remember that Anger and Impati- 
ence often prove more miſchievous than the 

Provocation. = were, of 


30. Gentleneſs and good Humour are in- 
vincible, provided they are without Hypo- 
criſy and Defign ; they diſarm the moſt bar- 
barous and ſavage Tempers, and make even 
Malice aſham'd of it ſelf. {inp 
"I 2. 31. In 


4 
|; 
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31. In all the Actions of Life, let it be 
your firſt and principal Care, to guard a- 
gainft Anger on the one hand, and Flattery 
on the other, for they are both unſervice- 


able Qualities, and do a great deal of Miſ- 
| chief 1 in the Government of human Life. 


3. When a Man turns Knave or Li- - 
bertine, and gives way to Fear, Iealou- 
fy, and Fits of the Spleen. When his mind 
complains: of his Fortune, and he quits the 
Station in which Provid ence has pl aced 
him, he acts perfectly counter to Humani- 
ty, deſerts his own Nature, and, as it Were, 
runs away from himſelf. | 


33. Be not heavy in Buſineſs, difturbed 
in Converſation, nor impertinent in your 
Thoughts. Let your judgment he right, 
your Actions friendly, and your Mind con- 
tented; let them curſe you, threaten, or 
deſpiſe you: Let them go on, they can ne- 
ver injure your Reaſon, or your Virtue, 
and then all the reſt that they can a to 
you ſignifies nothing. 


34. The only pleaſure of human Life i is 
doing the buſineſs of the Creation, and 


* Way is that to be — very 
cally 


* 
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_ eaſily moſt certainly; by the Practice of ge- 

| neral Kindneſs ; by rejecting the importu- 
| nity of our Sences ; by diſtinguiſhing Truth 

from Falſhoad ; and by contemplating the 

Works of the Almighty. | 


35. Be ſure to mind that which lies be- 
fore you, whether it be Thought, Word, or 
Action, and never poſtpone an Opportuni- 
ty, or make Virtue wait for you *till to 
morrow. | "0 


3 Whatever tends neither to the Im- 
provement of your Reaſon, or the Benefit 
of Society, think it below you; and when 


you have done any conſiderable Service tio 


Mankind, don't leſſen it by your Folly, in 
gaping after Reputation and Requital. 


37. When you find you fleepy in a 
Morning, rouſe yourſelf, and confider that 
you are born to Buſineſs; and that in doing 
good in your Generation, you anſwer your 
Character, and act like a Man: Whereas 
Sleep and Idleneſs do but degrade you, and 
ſink you down to a Brute... 


38. A Mind that has nothing of Hope; 
or Fear, or Averſion, or Deſire, to weaken 
and diſturb it, is the moſt impregnable Se- 

3 curity. 


* 
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curity. Hither we may with ſafety retire, 
and defy our Enemies; and he that ſees 
not this Advantage, muſt be extremely ig- 
norant, and he that forgets it, unhappy. 


309. Don't diſturb yourſelf about the 
Faults of other People, but let every Bo- 
dies Crimes lie at their own Door : Have 
always this great Maxim in your Remem- 
brance, That to play the Knave, is to re- 
bel againſt Religion; all forts of Injuſtice 
being no leſs than High Treaſon againſt, 
Heaven it ſelt. 


40. Don't contemn Death, but meet it 
with a decent and religious Fortitude, and 
look upon it as one of thoſe things which 
Providence has order'd. If you want a 
Cordial to make the Apprehenſions of Dy- 
ing go down a little the more eaſily, con- 
ſider what ſort of World, and what ſort of 
Company you'll part with. To conclude, 
do but look ſeriouſly into the World, and 
there you'll ſee Multitudes of People pre- 
paring, for Funerals, and mourning for their 
Friends and Acquaintances ; and look out 
again a little afterwards, and you'll ſee o- 


thers doing the very ſame thing for them. 


S 
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In ſhort, Men are but poor tranſitory 
Things: To day they are buſy and har- 
raſſed with the Affairs of human Life, and 
to morrow Life it ſelf is taken from ogy 


S 


> 
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and they are returned to their original Du 
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Contaming Prophetick Obſerva= 

tions, relating to the Affairs 
of Europe, and of Great- 
Britain, more particularh, 
from 1720, to 1729. 


. 
N the latter End of 1720, an Eminent 
old Lady ſhall bring forth five Sons at 
a Birth; the youngeſt ſhall live and grow 
up to Maturity, but the four eldeſt ſhall 


either die in the Nurſery, or be all carried 
| 2 by ſome ſudden and unexpected Ac- 
Cident. = 8 5 


II. 
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About this time a Man with a double 
Head ſhall arrive in Britain from the South. 
One of theſe Heads ſhall deliver Meſſages 
of great Importance to the governing: Far- 
ty, and the other to the Party; that's p 
poſite to them; the firſt ſhali believe me 
Monſter, but the laſt hall diſcover che Impoſ-— 
tor, aud ſo happily dag themſelves 
from a Snare that was laid to deſtroy 


them and their Poſterity: After this 4 5 
two Heads ſhall unite, and the Monſter 


. 2 in his proper en 


III. 


In the Year 1 a Philoſopher from 
lower Germany ſhall come, firſt, to Am- 
ſterdam in Holland, and afterwards to Lon. 
4 he will bring with him a World of 
Curioſities, and among them a pretended 
Secret for the Tranſmutations of Metals: 
Under the Umbrage of this mighty Secret, 
he ſhall paſs upon the World for ſome 
time; but at length, he ſhall be detected, 
and proved to be nothing but an Empe- 
rick and a Cheat, and ſo forc'd to ſneak 
off, and leave the People he has deluded, 
either to-bemoan their Loſs, or laugh At 
their own * N. B. This will be the 
G 2 laſt 
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laſt of his Sect that will ever venture in 
rand. Part of the World upon the lame Er- 
ran 5 


IV. | 
In this Year great ie ny" be 

"uſed for procuri g a general Peace, which 
ſhall be ſo near 4 Concluſion, that pub- 
lick Rejoycings ſhall be made at the Courts 
of ſeveral great Potentates upon that Ac- 
count; but juſt in the critical Juncture, a 
certain neighbouring Prince ſnall come to a 
violent Death, which ſhall occaſion new 
War and Commotion all over Europe, but 
thoſe ſhall continue but for a ſhort time, and 
at laſt terminate in the utter Deſtruction of 
* — — 18 


Towards the cloſe of this Year of My- 
ſteries, a Perſon that was born blind ſhall 
have his Sight reſtored, and ſhall ſee Ra- 
Lens perch upon the Heads of Traytors, 
among which the Head of a notorious Pre- 


late * ſtand 1 the RO 0 5 


9. 
In the Year 1722, There fhall be a 
grand Congreſs, and new Overtures of 


Peace offer ed by moſt of the principal Par- 
ties 


(53) 

ties concern'd in the War; which ſhall 
have ſo good effect, that a Ceſſation of 
Arms ſhall be agreed upon for ſix Months, 
which ſhall be kept inviolable, ill a cer- 
tain General, either through Treachery, or 
| Inadvertency, {hall begin Hoſtilities before 
the Expiration of the Term; upon which 
the injur*d Prince ſhall draw his Sword, and 
throw the Scabbard into the Sea; vowing 
never to return it, till he ſhall obtain Satiſ- 
faction for | himſelf, and doge Julie to all 
that were oppreſſed, 


VII. 


At the cloſe of this Year, a 2 famous a 
Bridge ſhall be broke down, * the Wa- 
ter that runs under it ſhall be tin&urd 
with the Blood of two notorious Male, 
factors; whoſe unexpected Death ſhall make 
mighty Alterations in the preſent State of 
Affairs, and put a ſtop. to the Ruine of a 
Nation, which muſt ofher ways have been 

unavoidable. | 


VIII. 


1723 begins with Plots, Conſpiracies, 
and Inteſtine Commotions in ſeveral Coun- 
tries, nor ſhall Grear-Britaiz it ſelf be free 
m the Colanuty. Theſe hall continue 

till 


ö 
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*rill a certain young Prince ſhall take the 
Reigns of Government into his own hands, 
and after that, a Marriage ſhall be pro- 
poſed, and an Alliance concluded between 
two Great Potentates, who ſhall joyn their 
Forces, and endeavour, in good earneſt, to 
ſet all Matters upon a right Foundation. 


. IX. . 
This Year, ſeveral Cardinals and Pre- 


lates ſhall be publickly cenſured for Here- 
tical Principles, and ſhall narrowly eſcape 
from being torn to. Pieces by the common 
People, who will look upon them as the 


- grand Diſturbers of the Publick Tranquil- 
lity, perfect Incendiaries, and the chief 
Promoters of their form 
ture Calamities. 
| Fs X. 

In 1725, There will be many Treaties 
and Negociations, and Great. Britain parti- 
cularly will be crowded with foreign Mi- 
niſters and Ambaſſadors from remote Princes 
and States. Trade and Commerce will be- 
gin to flouriſh and revive, and every thing 
will have a comfortable Proſpect, until 


ſome Deſperado's, aſſiſted by a Monſter 


with many Heads, ſhall ſtart new Diff. 
Mon + - culties, 


er, preſent, and fu- 


A 


„ 
culties, and put the World again into a 
Flame ; but theſe ſhall be but of ſhort 
ES XI. 
Before the expiration of 1725, an Eagle 
from the North ſhall fly directly to the 
South, and perch upon the Palace of a 
Prince, and firſt unravel the bloody Pro- 
jets and Deſigns of a wicked ſett of Peo- 
ple, and then publickly diſcover the Mur- 


der of a great King, and the intended Af 
ſaſſination of another greater than he. 


XII. 7 

In 1726, Three Princes will be born, that 
will grow up to be Men, and inherit the 
Crowns of three of the greateſt Monarchies 
in Exrope. 3 | 


5 XIII. 1 
About this time the Pope will die, and 
after a great many Intrigues and Strug- 
glings, a Spaniſh Cardinal ſhall be elected, 
who ſhall decline the Dignity, and declare 
his Marriage with a great Lady, and an 
Heireſs of one of the chief Principaliries in 
Traly; which may occaſion new Troubles 
in Europe, if not timely prevented. 15 


2 


* * 
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In 1727, New Troubles ſhall break out 
in the North, occaſion'd by the ſudden 
Death of a certain Printe, and the Avarice 
and Ambition of another: Poor Poland ſeems 
to be pointed at; but the Princes of the 
South ſhall enter into a Confederacy to pre- 
ſerve her, and ſhall at length reſtore her 
Peace, and prevent the perpetual Ruine of 
her Conftitution, ' '  ' © "04 


— 


Great Endeavours will be uſed about this 
time for a Comprehenſion in Religion, ſup- 
ported by crafty and deſigning Men, and 
a Party of miſtaken Zealots, which they 
Mall artfully draw in to joyn with them; 


but as the Project is ill concerted; and will 


be worſe managed, it will come to nothing; 
and ſoon afterwards an effectual Method 
will be taken to prevent the like Attempt 


for the future. 
inne 


1728 will be a Year of Enquiry and Re- 
troſpection: Many exorbitant Grants will 
be reaſſumed, and ſeveral Perſons, who 
thought themſelves ſecure, will be called 5 
Rk — Me on = 


* 
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E 
fore the Senate, and compell'd to diſgorge 
what they have unjuſtly pillag'd either from 

the Crown or the Publick. ; 


| XVII. | 
- About this time a new Scaffold will be 
ereted upon the Conſines of a certain great 
City, where an old Count of a new Extrac- 
tion, that has been of all Parties, and true 
to none, will be doom'd by his Peers to 
make the firſt Appearance ; after this an old 
Lady, who has often been expoſed to Dan- 
ger and Diſgrace, and ſometimes brought 
to the very brink of Deſtruction, will be 
brought to bed of three Daughters at once, 
which they ſhall call Plenty, Peace and U- 
nion; and theſe three ſhall live and grow 
up together, be the Glory of their Mother, 
and the Comfort of Poſterity for many Ge- 
nerations. 


This is the Subſtance of what he either 
writ or extracted from his Papers in the Inter- 
val between the loſs of his Speech, and the 
return of his Fit, which happen'd exattl 
to the time he had computed. £ 


Upon the approach of his Fir, he made 
Signs to be put to Bed; which was no 
H . : 


ſooner 
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ſooner done, but he was ſeiz'd with extreme 
Agonies, which he bore-up under with the 
greateſt Stedfaſtneſs; and after a ſevere 
Conflict, that laſted near eight Hours, he 


expir d. 8 


Thus 4/4, and thus died this extraordina- 


ry Perſon: A Perſon, tho? of mean Extrac- 


tionand obſcure Life; yet when his Character 


comes to be fully and truly known, it will 
be read with Pleaſure, Profit, and Admi- 


ration. 


His Perfections at large would be the 


Work of a Volume, and inconſiſtent with 


the Intention of theſe Papers: I will there- 


fore only add, for a Concluſion, That he 
Was a Man of uncommon Thought and 


Judgment, and always kept his Appetite and 
Iuclination within their juſt Limits. 


His Reaſon was ſtrong and manly, his Un- 
derſtanding ſaund and active; and his Temper 
ſo eaſy, equal, and complaiſant, that he never 
fell out, either with Men or Accidents. He bore 
all things with the higheſt. 4fabi/iry, and 
computed juſtly upon their Value and Conſe- 
quence : And then apply'd them to their pro- 
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A Letter from . &c. 


SIR, 


B E ING inform'd that you ſpee- 
dily intend to publiſh ſome Me- 
moirs, relating to our Dumb Country» 
Man, Dickory Cronke : I fend you 
herewith a few Lines, in the Nature of 
anElegy, which I leave you to diſpoſe 
of as you think fit. 1 knew and ad. 
mir the Man, and if 1 was capable, 
his Character ſhould be the 2 
1Inou'd. attempt. 


| 7 ours, &c. 
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Au Elegy in Memory of Dic- 
kory Cronke, b. Dum 
8 


vitiis nemo ſine dats; ; Optimus 14e 
Horace. 
F virtuous Actions Emulation raiſe, 
Then this good Man deſerves immortal 
(Praiſe: 
When Nature ſuch extenlive Wiſdom lent, 


She ſure deſi ign'd him for our Preſident ; 
Such great Endowments | ina Man — 


Declare the Bleſſings were not all his own; 
But rather granted for a time to ſhow, 


What the wiſe hand of Providence can do. 
In 


? 
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In him we may a bright Fxaniple ſee 
Of Native Juſtice and Morality, 
A Mind not ſubject to the Frowns of Fate, 
But calm and eaſy in a ſervile State. 


mm always kept a guard upon his will, 
And fear*d no harm, becauſe he knew no ill: 
A decent Poſture and an humble Mien, 
In ev'ry Action of his Life were ſeen: 
Throꝰ all the diff rent Stages that he went, 
He ſtill appear'd both wiſe and diligent. 
Firm to his Word, and punctual to his Truſt, 
Sagacious, Frugal, Affable, and Juſt. 
No . views his bound ed * could 
3 ( ſway, 
No wanton Thoxght led his chaſt Soul aſtray: 
In ſhortʒzhis Thoughts and Actians both declare, 
Nature deſign'd him her Philoſopher, 
That all Mankind by his Example taught, 
Might lears to live, and manage evry Thought. 


Oh! 


ö wo 
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FB” | vond'rous Subject 
Ohl could my Muſe the wond'r ny . 
And * his Toath his virtuous Actions trace 
Could J in juſt and equal Numbers * 
How well he /;v'd, and how devoutly 427 
I boldly might your ftrift Attention claim, 
And bid you learn, and copy out the Man. 
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The Oceaf ſon of this Epitaph was briefly thus: 
A Gentleman, who had heard much in Com- 
mendation of this Dumb Man, coming acci- 
aentally to the Church-Tard where he was ba- 
rd, and finding his Grave without a Tomb- 
F or any manner cf Memorandum of 
his Death, he pull d out his Pencil, and writ as 
follows. 


Tan, abique jacet. 


E AR to this lonely unfreqnented Place, 
N Mix'd with the Common Duff, neglected lies: 


| The Man thatev'ry Muſe ſhould ſtrive to grace, 


And all the World ſhould for his Virtue prize: 
Stop, gentle Paſſenger, and drop a Tear; 
Truth, Juſtice, Wiſdom, all lie buried here. 


What tho' he wants a Monumental Stone,; 
The common Pomp of ev'ry Fool or Knave! ” 


Thoſe Vertues which thro all his Actions ſhone,” _ 
Proclaim his Forth, and praiſe him in the Graue: 
His Merits will a bright Example give, 
Which ſhall both Time and Envy too out. live. 


Ah! 


+ Oh! had 1 Power but equal to my Mind 

A decent Tomb ſhould ſoon this Place adorn 

With this Þ:ſcrzpt3on , Lof here lies confin'd 
wond*rous Man, altho* obſcutely born; 


A Man, tho* Dumb, yet he was Nature's Care, 


Who mark'd him out her own Philoſopher, 
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